ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1400 Market St.,

Williamsport, PA 17701

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost,
Sunday, October 4, 2026
8:00AM & 10:30AM
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In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God'’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of
sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so
that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
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Please make sure your phone is silenced during the service.

GATHERING

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE - Yes, I Know My Savior Lives, by Lani Smith
Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.

C Amen.

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.



Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
P Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,
in whom there 1s no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN - LBW 245 All People that On Earth Do Dwell

GREETING

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
Sit
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between
God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite
God'’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of
injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were
expected.

'T will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.



2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat 1n it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?

> And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

6T will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;

I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his cherished garden;
he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

PSALM: PSALM 80:7-15 (sung responsively: light print-cantor,

dark print-congregation)
Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15)

"Restore us, O | God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and ! planted it.
?You cleared the | ground for it;

it took root and ! filled the land.
10The mountains were covered ! by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.
"'You stretched out its tendrils ! to the sea

and its branches ! to the river.
2Why have you broken | down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?



13 The wild boar of the forest has ! ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O | God of hosts,

look | down from heaven;
5pehold and ! tend this vine;

preserve what your right | hand has planted.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing
in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of
Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have
more: > circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. ® More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
? and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. 1°T want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, '! if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal,
but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me.
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one
thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, '*1 press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said:] 3 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 3 When the harvest
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. * But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. 3 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated
them in the same way. >’ Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *° Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?



3 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. 6 They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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SERMON
Silence for reflection may follow.
Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY - LBW 293 My Hope Is Built Nothing Else

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

A brief silence. After each portion of the prayers:

A Hearus, O God.
C  Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken

prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

The ministers & congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you R Peace be with you
MEAL
Sit
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30): How Firm a Foundation, arr. by Paul E. Koch
Stand
OFFERTORY HYMN
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and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.



OFFERTORY PRAYER
A God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

C Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your
abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night... (The pastor proclaims the Words of Institution,
concluding)...Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.



Sit
LAMB OF GOD (Administrants commune,
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION (Congregation Communes)

All are invited forward. If you do not normally take communion, please cross your
arms and you will be given a blessing. Children who do not take communion will
receive a piece of bread with the words “Take and Eat.” Visitors, if you commune
in your home congregation you are welcome to commune here. (If you prefer juice
rather than wine, please take one of the pre-filled glasses.)

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each

communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: Amen
Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C Amen
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

BLESSING
The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.
The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

P
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P The God of grace

-+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN — WOV 781 My Life Flows on in Endless Song
DISMISSAL

A Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - O Zion, Haste, by James Walch
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 4, 2026

The Altar flowers are in memory of Charles R. Harris by his wife,
Carole, and daughters, Dawne, Melanie and Julie.
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Portions of this bulletin were reprinted from: Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27875; New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S. of A. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

PRAYER LIST

FROM OUR ST. LUKE FAMILY:

David Horn, Tom & Deb Smith, Pat Bernocco, Maria Daigle; Samuel
Mahler and our homebound members.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Johnathan Rachael and Mr Derrick (friends of Maria Daigle); Robin
Connelly, Ben Foster (son of co-worker Rod Strother); Cindy Keller;
Declan Gregory (son of co-worker of Sandra Lentz Strother); Deb (Rhodes)
Wertman (Sister of Dwight Rhodes); Kathy Eshleman (friend of Hanne
Schuman).



FAMILY AND FRIENDS MOURNING:
T The loss of Ocie Hoffman (Cousin of Bill & Jeanne Yaggi)

T The loss of Shirley Woodruff (friend of Terry & Cindy Belles-mother
of Tom Woodruff)

T The loss of Larry Chilson (friend of Jim & Becky Donnell)

For servicemen & women serving in posts far from home, and readjusting to
their lives here in the States.

For persistence and strength for those going through all types of recovery.

After 4 weeks’ names will automatically rotate off, you may call the Church Office at
570-323-7309 to have them put back on the Prayer list.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

TODAY: Oct 4" THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
BLANKET SUNDAY
8:00AM — In-person Service
9:00AM - Fellowship Ministry Meeting
9:15AM — Adult Sunday School in Library, Bell practice
10:30AM — In-person Service & Livestream, Coffee Hour between services
2:30PM — DIALYSIS BENEFIT CONCERT

SERVING DURING WORSHIP

8:00 AM:
Lector/Administrant: Oct 4th — Jeanne Yaggi; 11th — Ed Kelley;
18th — Ed Kelley; 25th — Nancy McCarty
10:30 AM:
Altar Care: OCTOBER — Jannine Monness ~ November — Charles Mahler
Assisting Ministers: Oct 4th — Marilyn Eshleman; 11th — Melanie Taormina;
18th — Charles Mahler; 25th — Mark Bergren
Lectors: Oct 4th — James Donnell; 11th — Sandy Lentz;
18th — Cheryl Newburg; 25th — Melanie Taormina
Communion Helpers Oct 4th — Karen Baldys; 11th — Nancy Wood;
18th — Patricia Durand; 25th — Daniel Lamade
Greeters: Oct 4th — Becky & Jim Donnell; 11th — Jan Matz;
18th — Cindy & Terry Belles; 25th — Patty & Doug Durand
Ushers: Oct 4th — Keith Wood; 11th — Samuel Mabhler;




18th — Samuel Mahler; 25th — Chip Edwards
Acolyte Oct 4th — Lily Judge; 11th — Daniel Taormina;
18th — Luke Edmonds; 25th — Choir
Live Stream Assistant Oct 4th — Dan Taormina; 11th — Charles Mahler;
18th — Brad Nason; 25th — Daniel Taormina
Offering Counters Oct 4th — Sondra Fisher & Jannine Monness;
11th — Ray Schreckengast & Janice Ogurcak;
18th — Nancy McCarty & Sue Beidler; 25th — Terry Belles & Pat Kelley

THIS CALENDAR WEEK: Oct 5% _ 10"

Oct 5" —7:00PM — Executive Committee meeting
Oct 6™ —9:30AM — Pericope in Library

— 2:00PM — Parish Visitation Corp (PVC)

— 3:00PM — Service Meeting
Oct 7% — 11:00AM — Preschool Lunch Bunch — Bell Hall

— 7:00PM — Worship & Music Meeting
Oct 8" —7:00PM — Choir Practice

— 8:00PM — Scouts Roundtable — Bell Hall

NEXT SUNDAY: Oct 11th — THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00AM — In-person Service
9:15AM — Adult Sunday School, in Library
10:30AM — In-person Service & Livestream
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY |~ [TODAY][TODAY

THE DIALYSIS BENEFIT CONCERT will be held here at
St. Luke on Sunday, October 4, 2026 at 2:30 pm. The Dialysis
Benefit Concert Series was begun by Richard “Dick™ Lakey
over 30 wears ago. Dick organized. facilitated and provided
glorious music at concerts that raised funds to provide direct
support to dialysis patients. Donations will be accepted as a
free will offering at the concert. If yvou would like to write a
check. please make it out to “Memorial Dialysis Fund.” If you
are unable to attend the concert but would like to make a
donation to support the dialysis patients, please send wvour
donation to:

Memorial Dialysis Fund
C/0O Emily Nichols
1660 Sycamore Road|
Montoursville PA 17754

Or, vou can place a check, made out to St Luke Lutheran
Church with Memorial Dialysis Fund in the memo line in the
offering plate at regular Sunday services through October 4,
2026, and donations will be sent. in one check by the Church
Treasurer.

This wear’s program features the Lycoming Low Brass
Collective. A reception will follow the concert in the Bell hall.

PARISH VISITATION CORP (PVC) — The next meeting is this Tuesday,
October 6, 2026 in the Library at 2:00PM. Any questions, please contact
Cindy Belles at 570-419-1363.

SEW FINE QUILTERS — Come join the fun for our Quilter work day
making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, the Gate House, Shepherd of the
Streets, and Project Linus. Please join us on Monday, October 12" from
9:00 am — 3:00 pm in Bell Hall. Come and go as your time permits. No
quilting experience is needed! BYOB — Bring Your Own Bagged lunch —
beverages will be provided. Any questions, call Cindy Belles at 570-419-
1363.



Gather friends for a cozy evening
of song, scripture, and S‘'mores

around the magic of a crackling
fire. Bring a lawn chair or blanket.

October 18, 2026

6:00 p.m.

St. Luke Lutheran
1400 Market St.
Williamsport

SHAWL MINISTRY - The next Prayer Shawl Ministry monthly gathering
will be Tuesday, October 20™, from 9:30-Noon in the Lounge. They are
held the third Tuesday each month from September - May. All are welcome
to join us as we knit and/or crochet shawls to bring comfort in times of
suffering or need. Yarn, needles, patterns and lessons are available for
beginners. Any questions, or if you know someone in need of the prayers and
comfort of a Prayer Shawl call Nancy McCarty 570-419-7827 or
nmac7149@gmail.com.




HOLY COMMUNION ELEMENTS Anyone
willing to prepare and cleanup elements for Holy

‘ W Communion please contact Mary Jane Webster at

570-322-8647 or email marywebb1953@aol.com or contact the church office
570-323-7309.

Y T THE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS at St.
A U T Luke meets in the church library at 9:15 AM on
J’aﬂw cheel| Sunday mornings. I hope to see you there! If you
) would like to receive weekly lesson emails, please
let me know and I will add you to the list. Please contact the church office or
Charles Mahler at Mahler@lycoming.edu.

SERVING (Lectors, Assistant Minister, Communion Helper, or Live
Stream Assistants) 1f you would like to help serve in our 10:30AM (9:30AM
during the Summer) worship service(s), please contact Diane Kohler at 570-
419-7085 or email kohlerdede@gmail.com or Pastor Jeff at 570-323-73009.

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY Please consider

N4 volunteering for Coffee Hour! All coffee, tea, paper products,
CO%E etc. are in the kitchen. Volunteers are asked to provide snacks,
such as muffins, donuts, cookies, etc. Please contact Ruth
Croyle at 570-433-3873 or Jeanne Yaggi at 570-329-6980 if you would like
us to help you set up for Coffee Hour or if you have any questions.

USHERS Anyone interested in serving as an usher, please contact Nancy
McCarty - nmac7149@gmail.com , 570- 419-7827 or church office at 570-
323-7309.

GREETERS - Anyone interested in serving as a greeter, please contact the
church office at 570-323-73009.

PRAYER CHAIN - If you or someone you know needs prayer, please call
Cindy Belles at 570-419-1363 or Karen Bergren at 570-220-3201 to start the
prayer chain. If you want the name to be on the bulletin prayer list, call the
church office at 570-323-73009.
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ONGOING COLLECTIONS AT ST LUKE

SHEPHERD OF THE STREETS - Items needed are of regular sizes not
trial size: Deodorant (Women’s), shampoo, soap (body & hand), Children’s
Toothbrushes & Toothpaste, Q-tips, Band-Aids, Combs (men, women,
children), Tissues, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Laundry Pods, Sunscreen.
These hygiene items are collected in the West entryway.

DANIEL’S CLOSET - Clothing and accessories are needed for all ages,
from infant through adult. Seasonal clothing (no summer clothing at this
time and please NO hangers) for infants, children, and adults, as well as
accessories (belts, ties, shoes, purses, backpacks/bags, suitcases, etc.). All
clothing must be bagged; no loose clothing, please. A collection box is

located in our West Hall or items can be taken directly to Redeemer Lutheran
Church at 1101 Washington Blvd., Williamsport.

THE FOOD PANTRY
Your help is DESPERATELY NEEDED! Food supplies are very low. Below is
a list of items that the UCLC Food Pantry needs:

Granulated White Sugar Boxed Potatoes

Small ketchups Canned Pineapple

Wide Egge Noodles Alfredo Sauce

Saltine & Ritz Crackers Canned beets & white Potatoes
Pork & Beans and SPAM Tea bags & Coffee

Ramen & Chicken Noodle Soup Mandarin Oranges
Condiments (Ketchup, BBQ, Mayo, Mustard, Mayo
Also, in need of: Plastic bags and egg cartons

These items are collected in our West entryway.
After office hours’ drop-offs: Bell Hall foyer entrance.




BLANKET SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4™

This past year (Sept "25 — June “26) was a banner year for making quilts! Sew Fine
Quulters were able to produce 247 quilts.

The quilts have been or will be distributed as follows:

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) - 80
Shepherd of the Street (S05) - 30
Project Linus - 73

Gatehouse (local Hospice) - 44
Williamsport Home — _40

Total - 247

A HUGE thank you to all who made this possible! Thanks to all who donated fabric,
sheets, thread, and especially the hours and hours of Labor and Love to produce them_

SPECIAL THANKS to
Thrivent and to the St. Luke Fund

who provided money to purchase needed items.

LET’S DO IT AGAIN THIS YEAR!
Come join us Monday October 12% — 9:00AM — 3:00PM

BLANKET SUNDAY, October 4 5
Some of the 247 Quilts will
be on display in the
Chapel & Nave



STAFF AT ST. LUKE

Pastor Jeffrey LeCrone, Pastor
Email: pastor@stlukeluth.comcastbiz.net

Karen Spencer, Office Coordinator
Email: info@stlukeweb.com

Rebecca Ciabattari, Music Director
Email: beckyciab@gmail.com

Chris Knaur, Sexton
Email: info@stlukeweb.com

Melissa Eshleman, Business Manager
Email:businessmanager.stlukeluth@gmail.com

REMINDERS: Office hours — M - F /9:00AM-1:00PM
Bulletin deadline - WEDNESDAY 9:00AM
Spectrum Newsletter deadline — 15th of each month
Council Pack deadline — FRIDAY 9:00AM before Mtg
Office E-mail — info@stlukeweb.com
Office Phone — 570-323-7309
tinyurl.com/StLW




