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From the Pastor’s Desk 

May 2026 

“Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvelous works among all the peoples.” 

-Psalm 96:3 

“What’s your story?”   

More times than not, my phone conversations with my brother begin with those 
words.  I don’t remember when it started, but at some point, it became a common 
way for us to greet one another, especially if we hadn’t talked for a week or longer.  
It is fitting, of course.  The conversations that ensue generally consist of each of 
us telling the other our story – what has happened to each of us in the past week, 
or since the last time we may have talked, how we feel about those things, and 
things that we might have to do in response.   

 The church has a story to tell, too.  It is the story we find in the Bible – an account 
of God’s redeeming acts throughout history and in the world today.  During this 
month, as the season of Easter continues, our Sunday mornings will explore what 
the story of the resurrection means for us today: how Jesus appears to us, what 
his promises to us are, and how he continues to work in the world today.   

But that story is ongoing and will not end at the end of the Easter season, nor is it 

the only story we have to tell.  It intersects with the story of St. Luke Church as a 
congregation in the ELCA, through our worship, through our preschool, and 
support of local and global ministries.  It is woven through our own stories as 
individuals, with all of the challenges, crises, and joys that come with life.  And it is 
integrated into the story of our community, with all of its needs, challenges, and 
opportunities.   

During the coming months and beyond, it is my intention to focus on helping us to 
better tell all of the stories that are part of our lives.  I firmly believe that when we 



can see where God’s story intersects with ours and those of “the other”, we will 
truly see God at work.   

So … what’s your story?  I’d love to hear it, and I’m not the only one. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS ANNOUNCEMENT 

SUMMER WORSHIP times are:  8:00AM and 9:30AM June 7th – Sept 6th 

FALL WORSHIP times will begin September 13th 

OUTDOOR SERVICES – TBD by survey 

_______________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 

CHOIRS WILL BE WRAPPING UP OUR SEASON SOON! 

BELLS: 

Will play one more time, May 17th. 

CHOIR: 

Will sing our final anthem of the spring on May 31st. 

Happy summer everyone! 
 

          Becky Ciabattari 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2026 GRADUATING CLASS 
Please join us for the 2026 High School Seniors Recognition on Sunday, May 3rd at our 
10:00 AM worship service. You are invited to join us following the 10:30 service for a 
Coffee Hour to honor our six high school seniors. All are welcome!! 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

From Williamsport Area High School:  Brenna Beck, William Ciabattari, Wyatt Judge, and 
       Gabrielle Sims. 

From Loyalsock: Christian Scampone. 

From South Williamsport Area High School:  Jack Fortin 



SERVING DURING WORSHIP IN MAY 

8:00 AM: 

Lector/Administrant:  May 3rd – Ed Kelley, 10th – Nancy McCarty, 17th – Jeanne Yaggi, 24th 

– Jeanne Yaggi, 31st – Nancy McCarty  

10:30 AM: 

Altar Care:     May – Sondra Fisher 

Assisting Ministers:   May 3rd – Mark Bergren, 10th – Marilyn Eshleman, 17th – Charles 

Mahler, 24th – Laura McNassor, 31st – John McNassor  

Lectors:  May 3rd – David Bailey, 10th – Melanie Taormina, 17th – Sandy Lentz, 24th – David 

Bailey, 31st – Dan Lamade  

Communion Helpers: May 3rd – Sandy Lentz, 10th – Hanne Schuman, 17th – Nancy Wood, 

24th – Janice Ogurcak, 31st – Rod Strother  

Greeters:   May 3rd – Marge Holland & Diane Kohler, 10th – Lynn & Dave Shade, 17th – 

Sue Beidler, 24th – Ruth Croyle, 31st – Sandy & Rod Strother  

Ushers:  May 3rd – Terry Belles, 10th – Jere Eshleman, 17th – Terry Belles, 24th – Dan & 

Daniel Taormina, 31st – Hanne Schuman  

Acolyte: May 3rd – Daniel Taormina, 10th – Wyatt Judge, 17th – Luke Edmonds, 24th – Jacob 

Edmonds, 31st – Mac Harris  

Live Stream Assistant:  May 3rd – Charles Mahler, 10th – Dan Taormina, 17th – Brad Nason, 

24th – Daniel Taormina, 31st – Charles Mahler  

Offering Counters:   May 3rd – Nancy McCarty & Marilyn Eshleman, 10th – Sondra Fisher 

& Pat Kelley, 17th – Ray Schreckengast & Janice Ogurcak, 24th – Sue Beidler & Jannine 

Monness, 31st – Terry Belles & Charles Duchman  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHURCH EMAIL PROBLEMS – It has come to our attention that some members are 

NOT receiving their weekly Bulletins & Monthly Newsletters OR some members are 

sending emails to the church and we are NOT receiving them. In the future, if you have 

not received your Bulletin or Newsletter, or if you have emailed the Church Office 

(info@stlukeweb.com or info@stlukeluth.comcastbiz.net ) and not received a response, 

please call the Church Office 570-323-7309 to verify email was received. Thank you for 

your help and patience.  Karen Spencer, Office Coordinator. 

PRAYER CHAIN UPDATE If you or someone you know needs prayer, please call Cindy 

Belles at 570-419-1363 or Karen Bergren at 570-220-3201 to start the prayer chain. If you 

want the name to be on the bulletin prayer list call the church office at 570-323-7309. 

mailto:info@stlukeweb.com
mailto:info@stlukeluth.comcastbiz.net


SHOE DRIVE - As last Fall, The Williamsport Home is helping to collect new or 

gently used shoes for the Visiting Angels of Lewisburg for Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s!  

 

 

 

Donation tote 

Is in the 

West Hall way! 

Many thanks – 

The Service Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVING (Lectors, Assistant Minister, Communion Helper, or Live Stream Assistants)  

If you would like to help serve in our 8:00AM or 10:30AM worship service(s), please 

contact Diane Kohler at 570-419-7085 or email kohlerdede@gmail.com or Pastor Jeff at 

570-323-7309. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

GREETERS Anyone interested in serving as a greeter, please contact the church office at 

570-323-7309. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

USHERS Anyone interested in serving as an usher, please contact Nancy McCarty - 

nmac7149@gmail.com or 570- 419-7827 or the church office at 570-323-7309. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH VISITATION CORP (PVC) meets next on Tuesday, May 5, 2026 in the 

Library at 2:00PM. Any questions, please contact Cindy Belles.  

 

mailto:kohlerdede@gmail.com
mailto:nmac7149@gmail.com


The ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL class at St. Luke Lutheran Church meets in the church library 

at 9:15 AM on Sunday mornings. We will look at the lessons from the ELCA, based on the 

Year A Lectionary. I hope to see you there! 

If you want to look at our course materials, all of the Lessons are available here: 

https://elca.org/Resources/Bible-Studies (we are in Lectionary Year A). If you would like 

to receive weekly lesson emails, please let me know and I will add you to the list. Please 

contact the church office 570.323-7309 or Charles Mahler at Mahler@lycoming.edu. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SEW FINE QUILTERS - Come join the fun for our Quilt Day making 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief, the Gate House, Shepherd of the 

Streets, and Project Linus. Please join us on Monday, May 4th from 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm in Bell Hall. Come and go as your time permits. No 

quilting experience is needed! BYOB – Bring Your Own BAG packed 

with a lunch – beverages will be provided by the church. Any questions, 

call Cindy Belles at 570-419-1363. 

 

SHAWL MINISTRY When members or friends of the 

congregation experience trying times or milestones of great 

joy, we present them with a prayer shawl as a visible sign of 

our prayers for them. Shawls can be knitted or crocheted at 

monthly meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month (Sept.-

May) or any time at home. The LAST meeting before September is on Tuesday, May 

21st  from 9:30 am -12 noon in the Lounge. All are welcome! Any questions, call Nancy 

McCarty 570-419-7827. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY Please consider volunteering for Coffee Hour! 

All coffee, tea, paper products, etc. are in the kitchen. Volunteers are asked to provide 

snacks, such as muffins, donuts, cookies, etc. Please contact Ruth Croyle at 570-433-3873 

or Jeanne Yaggi at 570-329-6980 if you would like us to help you set up for Coffee Hour or 

if you have any questions. 

 

 



SEAFARERS – CHRISTMAS TOTES FOR 2026 

Service Ministry is collecting men’s hoodies/ sweatshirt- (no zippers) sizes L & 

XL—any color - EXCEPT WHITE please.  For cargo ship crew members, we have 

the t- shirts- L- 22 ct. and XL- 38 ct.  Men’s crew work socks are needed- 3 prs. 

for each tote. Colors- white/ grey/ black. The hats/ cowls are hand knitted/ 

crocheted.  Busy hands are working on 50 sets for 2026!! Sweatshirts- hooded 

or not, drop off at the church office. The Committee plans to assemble 

Seafarer Christmas tote bags in July.  Any donations are greatly 

appreciated.  Times have changed- no white elephant sales in January!! 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT DEADLINE – Wednesday at 9AM 

All article information and materials for the bulletin or newsletter must be submitted using 

WORD or PDF format. Please email to info@stlukeweb.com.  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - The 15th of each month at 9AM  

MINISTRY MEETING MINUTES FOR CHURCH COUNCIL -          

Thursday at 9AM before Mtg. Council meetings are held on the second         

Monday of each month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DEADLINE FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER is MAY 15th 
 

UPCOMING  
HAPPENINGS, MEETINGS, CELEBRATIONS, EVENTS, OR FUNDRAISERS 

for JUNE, JULY or Aug 

mailto:info@stlukeweb.com


ONGOING COLLECTIONS AT ST. LUKE 

DANIEL’S CLOSET needs your help! Seasonal clothing and accessories are needed for all 

ages, from infant through adult. Seasonal clothing (no 

winter clothing at this time and please NO hangers) for 

infants, children, and adults, as well as accessories (belts, 

ties, shoes, purses, backpacks/bags, suitcases, etc.). All 

clothing must be bagged, no loose clothing, please. A 

collection box is located in our West Hall or items can be 

taken directly to Redeemer Lutheran Church at 1101 

Washington Blvd., Williamsport. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SHEPHERD OF THE STREETS Items needed are of regular sizes not trial 

sizes of Deodorant (Women), Toothpaste (Children), Toilet Paper, 

Paper Towels, Laundry Pods, Twin Sheet and Pillowcases 

(new/slightly used).  

These hygiene items are collected in the West entryway.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE FOOD PANTRY Your help is desperately needed! Food supplies are 

very low. Below is a list of items that the UCLC Food Pantry needs: 

Granulated White Sugar Sm bottles of Ketchup  

Ritz Type & Saltine Crackers AuGratin Potatoes 

Mayo,     Honey Need of plastic grocery bags 

Boxed Scalloped Potatoes  Need of egg cartons 

Canned Pineapple, Alfredo Sauce Mustard, BBQ Sauce, Relish 

Tea Bags, Coffee Canned beets 

  

These items are collected in our West entryway. After office hours’ drop-

offs: Bell Hall foyer entrance.  
 

 

 
  



OLD IMMANUEL 

Old Immanuel Lutheran Church, the "mother" 

church of Lutheranism in Lycoming County, will 

be holding its annual Memorial Service on 

Sunday, June 14, 2026, at 2:30 pm.  The Rev. 

Amy Shuck, pastor of First Lutheran Church, 

Watsontown, will be officiating along with our 

country's 250th birthday, we will be celebrating 

235 years of Old Immanuel, the oldest Lutheran 

church in Lycoming County! Please plan on joining us!!  

Old Immanuel is considered to be the mother church of Lutheranism in Lycoming County.  

Founded in 1791, it lived until its doors shut permanently in 1920. The first structure built 

on the property was of log; the second and third (the current) structures were of brick. The 

current building was dedicated in 1869, and contains two cornerstones, one in German 

dated 1832, and one in English dated 1869.  At least 9 Revolutionary Soldiers and 5 Civil 

War Soldiers are buried in the historic cemetery. The church was built on land donated by 

Henry and Barbara Shoemaker, of “Shoemaker Mills” at the Routes 442/405 intersection. 

This historic church is located at 2366 Lime 

Bluff Road, outside of Muncy.   Please note that 

the church does not have running water or 

electricity, and is not fully handicap accessible. 

Recently, the church’s roof has received a new 

coat of paint. In addition, the church’s belltower 

has been renovated and refurbished, and all the 

shutters have been repaired and repainted. 

Further projects include restoration of the 

windows, walls, and ceiling.  A free-will offering 

will be taken to help offset the cost of these and 

other on-going expenses. 

Old Immanuel closed its doors for regular services in 1920, after giving rise to 19 other 

Lutheran congregations.  Some have since closed their doors, but churches that continue 

include Trinity and Mount Zion, Hughesville; St. Andrew, Muncy; St. James, Muncy; 

Messiah, Clarkstown; St. John’s, Gordner’s Grove; St. John’s (Brick), Montgomery; and 

Bethany, Montoursville. 

The public is invited to attend this service as well as to tour the historic church.  Light 

refreshments will be served on the church lawn after the service. For more information, or 

to follow Old Immanuel more closely, “Like” “Old Immanuel Lutheran Church” on 

FaceBook!!! Please plan on joining us for an afternoon rich in history and fellowship! 



  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  





  



 
 

 

MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

May 2, 2026 

 Variety of Gifts 

May 2, 2026 
There is still time to register for the Lay Ministry Institute's day of learning 
and fellowship. It will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2026, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at United In Christ, West Milton. Fee is $10 and you can 
register by calling and sending your payment to the Synod Office.  

May 3, 2026 

 Tulpehocken Assembly 
May 3, 2026  2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Zion Lutheran Church, 15 S 5th St, Sunbury, PA 17801, USA  

 Dinner Church (CaTALYST) 
May 3, 2026  4:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
Join us for a time of fellowship, food, and faith as part of Mount Luther’s 
new faith community. Questions? Contact Jim at 
jim@campmountluther.org  

May 5, 2026 

 Bishop's Day 
May 5, 2026 
  

May 11, 2026 

 Bishop's Open Golf Tournament 
May 11, 2026  11:30 am - 6:00 pm 

Golfer registrations and sponsorships are being accepted for Camp 
Mount Luther’s Bishop’s Open Golf Classic, to be held on May 11, 2026, 
at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club in Shamokin Dam.  Shotgun 
start time is 12:30 p.m.  with registration and lunch at 11:30 a.m. This 
fundraiser benefits their summer camp for children, youth, and 
families.  Email cml@campmountluther.orgor call (570) 922-1587 with 
questions. Register 
at https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/  

 

 

mailto:cml@campmountluther.org
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May 12, 2026 

 Fellowship and Faith (Catalyst) 
May 12, 2026  8:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

Join us on Discord for a time of fellowship focused on faith as part of 
Mount Luther’s new faith community. Questions? Contact Jim 
at jim@campmountluther.org  

mailto:jim@campmountluther.org


May 15, 2026 

 *Alumni Work Weekend 
May 15, 2026 - May 17, 2026  

To get camp and our cabins ready for our summer season, Camp Mount 
Luther will once again have Work Day on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to help clean, mulch, and do 
general clean-up around camp. Lunch will be provided. Alumni Staff are 
invited to stay overnight on Friday and/or Saturday for fellowship, 
worship, and meals for a small fee. Please RSVP by May 11 
at https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/  

 

May 16, 2026 

 *Alumni Work Weekend 
May 15, 2026 - May 17, 2026   

To get camp and our cabins ready for our summer season, Camp Mount 
Luther will once again have Work Day on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to help clean, mulch, and do 
general clean-up around camp. Lunch will be provided. Alumni Staff are 
invited to stay overnight on Friday and/or Saturday for fellowship, 
worship, and meals for a small fee. Please RSVP by May 11 
at https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/  

 *Work Day 
May 16, 2026 

To get camp and our cabins ready for our summer season, Camp Mount 
Luther will once again have Work Day on Saturday, May 16, 2026, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to help clean, mulch, and do 
general clean-up around camp. Lunch will be provided. Alumni Staff are 
invited to stay overnight on Friday and/or Saturday for fellowship, 
worship, and meals for a small fee. Please RSVP by May 11 
at https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/ 

 Service Project (Catalyst) 

May 16, 2026 

Join us for a service project as part of Mount Luther’s new faith 
community. Questions? Contact Jim at jim@campmountluther.org  

 

May 26, 2026 

 Game Night (Catalyst) 
May 26, 2026  8:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1772930023281081&usg=AOvVaw2z6_Cz_EZ1qbYI7UFaHHbe
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1772930023281081&usg=AOvVaw2z6_Cz_EZ1qbYI7UFaHHbe
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://campmountluther.campbrainregistration.com/&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1772930003334817&usg=AOvVaw0G5KVo55awebN7QHI49DdE
mailto:jim@campmountluther.org


Join us on Discord for a time of fellowship and games as part of Mount 
Luther’s new faith community. Questions? Contact Jim 
at jim@campmountluther.org 

 

May 27, 2026 

 Pericope Study 
May 27, 2026  8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

United Lutheran Seminary’s Dr. Allison DeForest will lead Quarterly 
Pericope Studies on November 12, February 11, and May 27 at The 
Lutheran Home in Hollidaysburg, from 8:30- 3:00. Cost is $20.00 
(payment may be made through registration link or brought to the event). 
Seating is limited.  

 

June 6, 2026 

 Synod Assembly 

June 6, 2026 

The 2026 Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly will meet June 6, at 
Camp Mount Luther, under the theme, “Strength for Today, Bright Hope 
for Tomorrow.” The Assembly Planning Team is planning for a time of 
worship and education around the business meeting of our assembly. 

As each congregation plans its annual meeting, we remind you to elect 
voting members to the Assembly. Each congregation reporting up to 500 
baptized members on their 2024 report to the ELCA should elect two lay 
Voting Members to the Assembly in addition to their called pastor if they 
have one. Registration fees and meal expenses for Voting Members are 
expected to be paid by the congregation. 

Registration will open March 4, 2026. Cost is $90 before April 15, $100 
after that. Visitors cost $30 and meals and housing are billed separately.  

  

mailto:jim@campmountluther.org
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To our members celebrating an Birthdays in May... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our members celebrating an Anniversary in May... 

Keith & Nancy Wood   May 11 

Jay & Dawn Nau   May 12 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Larson May 15 

Neil & Jannine Monness  May 15 

Eric & Stephanie F ortin  May 16 

Bill & Linda Liptak    May 20 

Tom & Karen Morrison   May 28 

William & Jeanne Yaggi   May 29  
 

We’re sorry if we missed anyone. If we did, please contact the office 
 so we can add you to our records. 570-323-7309. 

 

David Briggs  May 02 

Pamela Shenberger  May 02 

Allison Smith  May 02 

Elizabeth Harris  May 06 

Richard Tignor  May 06 

Jack Fortin  May 08 

Gerda LeCrone 

Sandy Lentz Strother 

 May 10 

May 11 

 Alice Good  May 13 

Keith Wood  May 19 

Carol Metzger  May 20 

Jocelyn Jean  May 25 

Debra Smith  May 25 

 

 

 

John Good III  May 30 

Gavin Briggs  May 31 

Sally Labenberg  May 31 

 

 



STAFF AT ST. LUKE 

 

 

 

Pastor Jeffrey LeCrone, Pastor 

Email: pastor@stlukeluth.comcastbiz.net 

 

 
 

Karen Spencer, Office Coordinator 

Email: info@stlukeweb.com 

 

 

Rebecca Ciabattari, Music Director 

Email: beckyciab@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

Chris Knaur, Sexton 

Email: info@stlukeweb.com 

 

 

Melissa Eshleman, Business Manager 

Email:businessmanager.stlukeluth@gmail.com 

 
 

REMINDERS: Office hours – M - F 9:00AM-1:00PM 

Bulletin deadline – WEDNESDAY 9:00AM 

Spectrum deadline – 15th of each month 

Council Pack deadline – FRIDAY 9:00AM before Mtg 

Office E-mail – info@stlukeweb.com 

Office Phone – 570-323-7309 

tinyurl.com/StLW 
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